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WEDDING MC ADVICE AND TIPS

If you have never MC'd a wedding before or did any kind of public speaking it may seem like a daunting
task. This is a very basic guide for beginner MC’s who need some guidance about what to say and when
tosayit. There are worksheets, tips and jokes included to help you prepare as well.

At most weddings you will find the DJ can take care of the basic announcements so why do you need a
MC? A MCis usually a member of the family or a friend who knows both bride and groom so can share
some short stories about them to personalize the event.

WHEN TO SPEAK

A MC will speak 4 times during the night.

For Introductions

To introduce the Slideshow.

To invite members up for speeches.
To invite Bride/Groom to cut the cake.
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1. INTRODUCTIONS

Immediately after the bridal party has entered the room there will be introductions. You will make the
introductions.

To get comfortable with the crowd you are working with and to allow them to warm up to you, ask them
a question to engage them. This will get their attention, allow them to engage with you, and let you
know who is listening and who is not. For example: Ask “Can you hear me in the back of the room?” or
“How many people do we have from out of town here tonight?”

1. Introduce yourself, and any housekeeping rules. Example: Where are the washroomes, etc.

2. Introduce each member of the head table. You may wish to share a short story about each
member but is not necessary.

3. Introduce important family members, or VIP guests, maybe guests who have traveled long
distances to be there.

4. Invite someone up to say grace, or bless the meal.

DINNERTIME

Let the DJ call tables if there is a buffet dinner, and make all announcements during dinner.

DIVINITY EMCEE ADVICE AND TIPS



DIVINITY

AFTER DINNER

There will be 3 things that happen. 1. Slideshow, 2. Speeches, 3. Cake cutting.

2. SLIDESHOW

Announce everyone to take their seats, and introduce a slideshow plus acknowledge who prepared the
slideshow.

3. SPEECHES

There will be 5 speeches typically.

Parents of the Bride
Parents of the Groom
One of the Groomsmen
One of the Bridesmaids
Bride and Groom
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First invite each member up to the podium to speak, and thank them after they have left.

4. CAKE CUTTING

Invite the Bride and Groom to walk over to the cake to do cake cutting ceremonies. Usually they will cut
the cake and the photographer will take pictures. This only lasts for 5 to 10 minutes. Then thank
everyone for being a great audience since this will be the last time you speak during the night. At this
point the DJ will take over for the first dances.
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Tips
Be Enthusiastic — Your Attitude’s Contagious! Infect the crowd with it!

Be Proactive — As the Programme Controller, you’re IN CHARGE! You're the bridge between everyone
(audience and speaker, speaker and organiser, organiser and timer etc). Know what has to be done and
make sure it gets done.

Be Early — Reach the event venue before the first guest arrive so that logistical and technical (ie:
microphone tests and the sound system) matters can be ironed out. Also, meet and discuss your
concerns (if any) regarding anything that you think needs to be done. Arriving early will also give you
time to settle down and observe and analyse the crowd to help you adapt your style later.

Be Professional — Do not eat, drink, or smoke on stage. As the Emcee, you’re part of the face for the
event. The audience will not get a chance to see the backroom staff and technical assistants. As
mentioned, you are the glue for the event. Maintain the decorum and leave a positive image for
everyone to carry home. If you've got to eat, drink, or smoke, do it where nobody can see you!

Be Prepared — Know the programme and prepare notes if you must. Memorise the sequence of events if
you need. No. It’s best if you memorised it! You’re allowed to hold some cards or the programme sheet
or cue cards in your hand. But do not attempt to read from the script which you’ve prepared the night
before!

Handling Apologies — Understand that mistakes may (and WILL) occur from time to time. Apologise and
move on. Keep your cool and get on with the programme. There’s no need to freeze or apologise
profusely. The audience aren’t there to hear you apologise, they’re there for the programme!
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Wedding Jokes

We started with some advice for the Groom:

Never let her go to bed angry — you’re defenseless when you sleep.

If she says, “Do whatever you want to” — You’d better figure out what it is she wants you to do.
When you say “l do” she owns you from the nose down. What you think, and look at, is your
own business.

What you think, and look at, can still get you in trouble — if she catches you thinking it, or
looking at it.

“Do it when you get a minute” — Means “It should have been done already, and without me
telling you.”

If you go shopping with her, she will inevitably leave you alone in the bra and panty section —
Don’t Browse.

Then some advice for the Bride:

“Would you be mad if | decided to.......” — means he already did it, and doesn’t know how to hide
it.

If you ask his opinion, and he says “l don’t care”, or “I don’t know” — he really doesn’t care, or
know.

Men don’t have to know the rules of a sporting event to enjoy watching it.

Men really believe that: mowing the lawn, taking out the garbage, and reading the paper, is
doing their fair share.

Men don’t spend money on expensive toys just to make you mad — it’s genetic, they can’t help
it.

Criteria for stopping while channel surfing: 1) women in bikinis, 2) a karate fight scene, 3) a beer
commercial.

And then some advice for both of them:

Marriage teaches you loyalty, patience, understanding, perseverence, and a lot of other things
you wouldn’t need if you’d stayed single.

Marriage is the alliance of two people, one of whom never remembers birthdays and the other
who never forgets.

You have to walk carefully in the beginning of love; the running across fields into your lover’s
arms can only come later when you’re sure they won’t laugh if you trip.

Love is like wetting your pants, everyone can see it but only you can feel the warmth.

EMCEE WORKSHEET
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Bridal Party

Please provide the name for each person of the bridal party, are they bestman or maid of honor?, whats
there likes/dislikes, are they married? and how they met the bride/groom:

1. Name:

Description:

2. Name:

Description:

3. Name:
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Description:

4. Name:

Description:

5. Name:

Description:
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6. Name:

Description:

7. Name:

Description:
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8. Name:

Description:

9. Name:

Description:
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10. Name:

Description:

Family:

Name of Grooms Father:
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Name of Grooms Mother:

Name of Brides Father:

Name of Brides Mother:

Grace:

Who will say Grace?

Is there any VIP or out of town guests you would like to acknowledge?

Name: Reason:
Name: Reason:
Name: Reason:
Name: Reason:
Name: Reason:
Name: Reason:
Name: Reason:

Is there any special announcements you would like made:
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OTHER:

Do you have any other requests?
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